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Introduction



About the Author

Source: Khaled Hosseini Website

accessed 17 February 2008.

Khaled Hosselni was hora in Kanul,
Afghanistan in’ 1965.

HIS motherwas a teachner and his
father a diplemat.

HIS family: left Afghanistan for a
POStiNg 1N Panrs in 1976, well
pefore'the Communist coup anad
the Seviet invasion. They.
Intended to return, but seught
political asylum i the US inf 1980

He now lives in Califernia, Where
he works as a doctor.

(Sherman 2006, p.5)


http://www.khaledhosseini.com/

About 7hHe Kite Runner

Hesselni states: “lihe story line of my: nevel s largely
fictional. The charactersiwere invented and the plot
Imagined.  HeweVver, there certainly are, as Is always the
case with fiction, autebiegraphical elements woeven
through the narrative. Probably the passages most
resembling my ownilife are the ones in therus, with Amir
and Baba trying te' build a new life. I, t0e, came to the
US as an immigrant and: It recall vividly, these first few.
years In Califernia, the brief time we spent on welfare,
and the difficult task of assimilating Inte'a new: culture:
My’ father and I did werk for a while at the flea market
and there really are rows of Afghans Woerking there,

some of whom' Il am related to.” (rRazeshta Sethna: E-mail:
In' Sherman 2006, p: 5)


mailto:newsline@cyber.net.pk

About 7hHe Kite Runner

IHEeSSeInI Wwanted to Write about Afghanistan
pefore the Soviet war because that is largely a
fergotten period Infmoedern Afghan histery. kor
many: people in the west, Alghanistan Is
Synenymeus withrthe Seviet war and the
lalivan.” He explains: ‘Ihwantead 0 remind
people that Afghans had managed to live in
peaceful anenymity for decades, that the Ristory.
of the Afghans In the twentieth century has
peen largely peacefuliand harmoenious:’ mewsine

Publications 200140 Sherman 2006, p. 5)




About 7hHe Kite Runner

IHESSeInI experenced Kabulwith nis brother ‘the
way Amir and Hassan de: 1ong schooel days: in
the summer, Kite fighting In the wWinter time,
westerns with JehnWayne at Cinema Park; big
parties at our nouse i Wazir Akbar Khan,
RICAICS In  Paghman. Herhas: very/ fenad
memeries of childhoeoed in Afghanistan, largely.
pecause [his] memories, unlike these of the
current generation ofi Atghans, are untainted: by
the spectre of wars, landmines, and famine.:

(Newsline Publications 2001 in Sherman 2006, p: 5)




Afghanistan

el . B
x‘“\ ‘Uzbekistan

Turkmenistan \iﬂgﬁﬁ
. s
T

Farah R. _|

ot T L
L eFaran - '”““,Arghamm R.

{, f_,ﬁfh&sh f.-‘f ,rf"f » Calat

- _— L.ﬂﬁl‘lcﬂ’;p- ____“eQandahar
i\ Zaranj Ga
J |
|I .-"'_"‘—"-II.
- ~Helmand R.

FPakistan

21997 MAGELLAM Geographixss
(BO5) 6B5-3100 www. maps.coim

4 o Dushanbe

70° 75"
Tajikistan = “;:hChlna

—l‘_\#
Jﬁ____r"'\_r"“\-——_ —_— 1\1

Famir 1.

iy,
< Islamabad

Indus R. ~

.-I-

Chenab H_-

Accessed 17 February 2008.



http://media.maps.com/magellan/Images/AFGHAN-W1.gif
http://media.maps.com/magellan/Images/AFGHAN-W1.gif
http://media.maps.com/magellan/Images/AFGHAN-W1.gif

Introduction to Afghanistan

Anrethnically’ diverse country.

As off July 2007, there are approx. 32 million
People estimated to live in Atghanistan.

Pashitlu and' Dari are considered the official
anguages of Afghanistan and are spoken By
85% of the peoeple.

30’ other minor languages; are also Spoken: in
Afghanistan.




Introduction to Afghanistan

Abouit 99% of the population Is Musiim, and of these
Muslims, 84%0 belong te the Sunni Sect.

There has been a long history of an ethnic hierarchy.
within Afghanistan. It has created Imbalances in wealth,
Infliience and’education Within, Its seciety.

Traditienally Pashtuns have deminated the country.
pPecause they are the presumed majority. of the
population.

ASia result, many of the other ethnic groups have not
had a strong veice within the society.

(Amnesty. International USA' 7he Kite: Runner Companion, Curriculum.
Accessed on 17 February 2008)


http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/pdf/kiterunnerhigh.pdf

Ethnic Groups

Pasntuns:
x Majorty ethnic groupat 42%

= Highest ethnicity on the social ladder and
dominate governmental kodies

m Pashitu IS thelr native language
s Consist mainly: of Stunnit Musiims



Ethnic Groups

Tajiks
x 27% Of pepulation
m Second largest ethnic group
x ldentified with agriculture ana town life
= Mainly inhalit the fertile eastermn valleys

= A group thatIs censidered to have lew inceme and
lIke: many: IHazaras, they are not the highest on the
social ladder. Hewever: there are Tajiks that are
successiul and Important members ofi the
goevernment.



Ethnic Groups

Hazalas

906 off Afghanistan’s pepulation

Reside mainly 1 the central’ Afghanistan mountain
region called ‘Hazarajat

Histerically, the'Hazara seem te have Mongolian
Orgins.

Most Hazara are Shrite' Musiims. The 1% which are
not Muslim are either Hindu, Sikh or Jewish.

Hazaras are considered to be on the lower end of the
SOCI0-economic scale.



Ethnic Groups

129 of the population;Is' comprised or the
Turkmen (3%) and Uzheks (9%0).

The remaining 10% of the population: Is
comprised of the Nuristans; anrancient people of
Mediterranean descent, the Fariswan, the ethnic
Shifa Persians; the relatively few in number
Baltichis of the: south and the scattered
members of the Kuchi'and Aimag noemads:.

Source: Amnesty: International USA" 7re  Kite Runner Companion Curricu/um.

Accessed on 17 February 2008, p:
14-15.


http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/pdf/kiterunnerhigh.pdf

Historical Events

~See your timeline for more detailed infermation

1919 — Afghanistan regains independence after third war
against British foerces trying te bring the country under
thelr sphere of Infltience.

1958 — General Mohammed Daud ecomes prime: minister.
lurns torSeviet Union for: economic and military
assIStance.

1978 — General Daud Isroverthrown and killed i a coup: by,
leftist People’s'Democratic Party.

1979 — Power struggle betweenileftist leaders Hafizullah
Amin and Nur Mehammed Taraki wen by Amin. SovViet
Unien send in troeps te help remove Amin, Who IS
executed.



Historical Events

1980 — Babrak Karmal, leader of the People’s Democratic
Party Parcham faction Is installed as ruler backead by.
SeViet trepps: Various majanedin treops fight Seviet
forces. US, Pakistan, China, lran and SauadirArabia
SUpply: meney and arms.

1986 — US hegins supplying mujanadin with Stinger
missiles; enabling them te shoeot down; Seviet helicopter:
gunships. Babrak Karmal replaced by Najibullah.

1988 — Alghanistan, USSR, US and' Pakistan sign peace
accorads and Soviet Union egins pulling out troeps.



Historical Events

1989 — |Last Soviet troeps leave; but civil war
CONLINUES; as mujanadin: pushi te everthrew
Najipullan.

1991 — US and USSR agree to end military aid to
poth sides. Mujahadin tinumph.

1992 — Rival militias vie for influence.

1993 — Mujahideen factions agree on formation of
government withrethnic Trajik; Burhanuddin
Rabhani, proclaimed president.



Historical Events

1994 — Factional’ contests continue. Pasntun:
dominated Talivan emerge as a major challenge
10 the Rabbhani government.

1996 — [laliban seize control of Kabuliand
Introduce hardline version of Islam. Rahbani
flees te join anti- Faliban nerthern alliance.

1997 — Taliban recognized as legitimate rulers oy
Pakistan and Saudi' Arabla. Moest other countries
continue to regard Rabbani'as head of state.



Historical Events

1999 — United Natiens IMPOSEeS an' alir embarge ana
financial sanctions te ferce Afghanistan te hand over
Osama bin' Laden for trial (he had bembed US embassies
N Africa in 19983).

2001 — September 11 — attacks on US

2001 - Octeper — US and Britain launch air strikes against
Afghanistan after Tialiban refuse to hand over Osama bin

Laden.
2001 — Nevemer — Talivan: falls:
*See your timeline for further events until: 2007,

Source: Amnesty International USA' /e Kite. Runner Companion: Curiculunm.
Accessedion 17 February 2008; p. 24-26


http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/pdf/kiterunnerhigh.pdf

Taliban Rules for Women

May: not Work eutside the
ReMe.

May: not participate inrany.
activity eutside the home
Unlessiaccompanied: by
Rer hushand or male
relative.

May: not ke treatead by,
male doctor.

May not stuady:at any.
Institutions; 1Acluding
SCNOOIS and universities.

Must wear the leng vell
(Burga) WhICh CoVers
them from head to toe.

If found! guilty of
adultery, will'oe publically:
stoned tordeath.

May: not laughileudly'— no
stranger should hear a
Woeman's VeIce.

May. net wear high heels
— 10 man should hear a
Woman's feotsteps.



Taliban Rules for Everyone

Noerene can listen to I any: sporting event, ne
MUSIC. One may. clap.

NG ene can weateh Anyone Whoe Converts
television, MOeVIES OF: from Islam te any: other
VIdeos. religion will e executed.
NG citizen can have a NG bURYING 6ff anyoene
non-Islamic name. Whoewas Killea by the
Men may not shave or Jaliban. Bodies must
trim their beards. [emainiin the streets as

examples to ether

No one may. fly Kites. wrongdoers'.

Source: Amnesty. International USA' 7he Kite Runner Companion Curriculum:
Accessed on 17 February 2008, p. 40-41


http://www.amnestyusa.org/education/pdf/kiterunnerhigh.pdf
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