Key Concepts In-Class Activity

Key Concept #1 in-class activity

All media are constructed

In pairs, work on a computer to search for, view, and analyze the following examples of key concept #1. 

Relevant example 1: 
Relevant example 2: 
Questions to Consider

· How has reality been constructed in the above examples?

· Is photo shopping technology misused too often? 

· (Possible) What does the commercial exposing touch ups and photo shopping make you think about? How does it make you feel?
Key Concept #2 in-class activity

Media use forms, conventions, symbols

In pairs, work on a computer to search for, view, and analyze the following examples of key concept #2. 

Relevant Example 1:

-search and watch “Mean Girls: The Politics of Girl World”  on YouTube

What are some of the codes and conventions of girl world? 

Relevant Example 2: 

-watch two current movie trailers

Make notes on sound effects, music, lighting, camera angles and costume etc. How is the atmosphere of this particular genre clearly recognized?

Relevant Example 3:

-watch several clips from a popular television show
Describe three character types.  What codes/conventions are they highlighting?

Key Concept #3 in-class activity

Mass media is a big business

In pairs, work on a computer to search for, view, and analyze the following examples of key concept #3. 

Relevant Example 1: 

-find an example that demonstrates a media cover up in favour of a big business corporation

Sample question: How do you feel about the fact that people were covering up something dangerous in order to make millions of dollars? 

Relevant Example 2:

-find an example of a music video with product placement 
What name brands are being presented in this music video?  What does this do for the companies that manufacture these brands?

Key Concept #4 in-class activity

Media contain beliefs, values, messages that are both implicit and explicit

In pairs, work on a computer to search for, view, and analyze the following examples of key concept #4. 

Relevant Example 1:

-Examine TWO of the following TV shows and record what you believe are the explicit and implicit messages being presented.

Jersey Shore, The Biggest Loser, The Bachelor or The Bacholerette, Modern Family, Two and a Half Men, Toddlers and Tiaras, or Honey Boo Boo. You may choose another show on your own with teacher approval.
TV Show #1: 

TV Show #2: 

Key Concept #5 in-class activity

Audience negotiates meaning

In pairs, work on a computer to search for, view, and analyze the following examples of key concept #5. 

Relevant Example 1:

Relevant Example 2:

Relevant Example 3:

Class Discussion Question

How would different audiences react to this video?
