


Answer as many of the questions as you can. 
Do not worry if you know a few of the 

answers. No grade will be given for this 
pretest!













































 A myth is a sacred narrative (or story) explaining how 
the world and humankind assumed their present form

 Mythology can include an traditional story that 
involves elements of spirituality, mysticism, legend



 Once you understand the myths of a culture, you can 
understand the people of that culture much better

 For example, the Christian Creation story involves:
 Curiosity

 Disobedience

 Law and order

 Male vs. Female

Do you see these elements in our society today?



 Myths are stories, and stories get 
told

 These stories are passed down from 
generation to general by oral 
tradition (or word of mouth)

 Before the technological age, 
stories carried great weight.  You 
couldn’t google your way out of a 
story that was difficult to 
understand

“You’ll never believe what happened…”



 Myths define social customs 
and beliefs

 Myths are allegories, similar to 
parables in the Bible

 Myths explain natural 
phenomena

 Myths explain psychological 
phenomenon such as love or 
anger

 Myths contain archetypes that 
reveal what all humans are like



 Creation myths explain where the world and its creatures 
came from  

 Cosmogeny myths describe the way the world, the 
heavens, the sea, and the underworld are put together, and 
how the sun and moon travel around them





 Origin of humanity myths help 
explain where humans came from, 
often the pet creation of a deity 
playing in the mud

 Introduction of disease and 
death myths often describe that 
first humans living in a paradise 
that is marred when someone 
introduces unhappiness. 



 Afterlife myths help 
people explain where the 
human soul goes after the 
body dies

 End of the world myths
suggest how the world will 
eventually end



 Deities
 The supernatural 

entities that hold 
power over the world 
and the people in it. 
Often called gods and 
goddesses



 Antigods
 The non-benevolent 

deities; negative beings 
who live and walk the 
earth with humans. 
Might include devils, 
dragons, demons, 
monsters, or giants.



 Heroes
 Human characters 

who perform amazing 
feats of daring, 
strength, or 
cleverness. They’re 
usually male, and their 
defining 
characteristics are 
evident from 
childhood






